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How, in a global world and an 

age of information, are we 

affected as creators of visual 

identity?
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Definitions for 

today. 

u Appropriation1

u 1 : an act or instance of taking especially 
wrongly or illegaly

u 2 : the act or an instance of setting apart for a 
special purpose é

u Cultural appropriation2 is the adoption or use 
of the elements of one culture by members of 
another culture. 

u Exchange3

u 1: the act of giving or taking one thing in 
return for another

u 2a : the act or process of substituting one 
thing for another

u b : reciprocal giving and receiving

u 3: something offered, given, or 
received in an exchange

Because words are important.
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What are we working with?

üResearch Paradigms

üRepresentation Paradigms

üCreation Paradigms (or Applying Inspiration and 

Artistic License)
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Research Paradigms

ü KEYWORD IS KING

ü LENSES OF INTERPRETATION

Å History is in the eye/pen of the 
observer/researcher. (What I have come to 
deem òwestern privilegeó in dominant 
historical accounts and collecting of images.) 

Å Who controls the presentation? Museums , 
websites, databases have traditionally relied 
on observational data not originating from or 
controlled by the source community; a 
òsecond museum ageó is shifting this trend.

Å Digging deeper, being stewards. Thinking of 
all of the anthropological information we 
designers research and incorporate, Iõve 
come to view us as stewards of cultural visual 
histories and traditions. This demands of us to 
understand more deeply our source 
communitiesõ emotional histories and self 
perceptions.

Å Ideas such as survivance , ethnography

Å Are we inspired by living traditions or historical 
ones? Less are the lederhosen incidences.
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Screenshot Google search òJapanese ethnic dressó
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Keyword is King
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Screenshot Google search òworld dress ethnicó
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Keyword is King



8Lenses of Interpretation - eyes of the observer
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9Digging deeper

òUnlike the 

collections of 

Edward Curtis, 

who sought to 

capture images 

of a ôvanishing 

raceõ for 

ethnographic 

and commercial 

purposes, these 

were 

photographs that 

Ho-Chunk 

families 

themselves 

commissioned for 

their own 

personal use.ó4
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