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First Day of Class

• Presenting a syllabus

• Laying the foundation of expectations

• Visually representing what the course and 
you have to offer



Syllabus 

• Create a clear and informative syllabus

• Utilize e-learning tools (Blackboard) by 
posting a digital copy of the syllabus and 
other information throughout the semester

• After reviewing the syllabus with the class 
have students take a photo of each page on 
their phone to ensure access to the 
information





Visual Aides 

• Show the class examples of the work of 
previous students as well as your own

• Demonstrate each technique throughout 
the semester

• Post links to instructional videos, articles, 
and information regularly
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Class is in Session

• Asking questions to encourage 
camaraderie and accountability

• Give assignments that promote 
responsibility

• Stress the importance of midterm grades 
and the power of bonus points



Questioning

• At the beginning of class ask each student 
a question. Vary the subjects from the 
previous night’s reading to their favorite 
colors.

• These questions develop public speaking 
skills and accountability for information.



Assignments
• When explaining assignments utilize rubrics, 

hand-outs and your on-line source (where 
your syllabus is posted)

• Have students photograph all information 
about the assignment

• Encourage students when they

are absent to be responsible for

obtaining these photos/handouts



Midterm Grades

• Present grade evaluations with praise and 
recommendations for improvement

• Bonus points can be used as a positive 
reinforcement for effort



Thing to remember…

• The syllabus is your “contract” with the 
student.  Both sides need to honor it.

• Be assertive, be creative, and be 
encouraging.

• Learn from your students as well as your 
peers.

• When in doubt, ask for advice.


